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WISDOM CORNER

"Don't limit yourself. Many people limit themselves to what they think they can 
do. You can go as far as your mind lets you. What you believe, remember you can 
achieve". MARY KAY ASH

“No amount of reading or memorizing will make you successful in life, it is 
understanding and application of wise thought which counts”. 
BOB PROCTOR
 
"A positive attitude may not solve every problem but it makes solving any prob-
lem a more pleasant experience". GRANT FAIRLEY

"I submit to you that if a man has not discovered something that he will die for, 
he isn't fit to live". DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 
 

MASK UP

A DRIVE INTO STAFF WELFARE THROUGH EMPOWERING STAFF SPOUSES IN BAKING

      We wish to convey our sincere 
heartfelt condelences to all people who 
have lost their loved ones and comfort 
those who still sick in the hospitals and 
deeply traumatized due to COVID-19 
pandemic.

In a special way, i wish to extend my 
profound appreciation to stakeholders, 
associates and the general public for 
their continued support as we work 
together

CAN. DR. J.O.R BYABASHAIJA 

“

“



FRANK MAYANJA BAINE
COMMISSIONER OF PRISONS
COOPERATE AFFAIRS / PUBLIC 
RELATIONS OFFICER

Welcome to this July edition of the Uganda Prisons 
Service Newsletter.

This monthly edition highlights the measures 
undertaken by the service to combat the Covid-19 
pandemic, EU and PRI donation to UPS, Staff 
Spouses Bakery project, life skills training of 
inmates in prisons, effects of drought on crop    
production in 2021, inmates excelling in PLE and 
Maize seed multiplication project among others 
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PRESS STATEMENT 

5th July, 2021

COVID-19 SITUATION IN UGANDA PRISONS SERVICE.
Since the declaration of the first lockdown on 20th March 2020. The Commissioner general of Prisons            
instituted a National Task Force to spear head preparedness for early detection and response to COVID-19   
in the Uganda Prisons Service.

The cumulative total number of cases of COVID-19 reported at UPS to date is 1,438 (1,289 prisoners, 117 staff 
and 31 relatives to staff) with 1,301 recoveries, 141 active cases and 2 deaths to date.

Chronology of COVID-19 in UPS
First recorded case on 4th May 2020: 01 prisoner at U.G Prison Kaiti reception centre in Namutumba district.

Frank Baine Mayanja
COMMISSIONER OF PRISONS
PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER

MEDIA BRIEF
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COVID-19 SITUATION ANALYSIS   
(9th July, 2021)

Back Ground
Since the declaration of the 1st case of 
COVID-1T9 in China on 31st December, 2019, 
Uganda started preparations for early detection 
and prevention of the   pandemic. On 21st March, 
2020 Uganda reported the 1st case of COVID-19 
in the country and the CGP instituted a National 
Task Force to spear head preparations for early 
detection and response in Uganda Prisons 
Service.

At the national level.
A reduction in PCR COVID-19 cases observed 
with a daily average of 732 cases in the last 7 days 
compared to a daily average of 861in the             
previous 7 days.

Kampala District still reporting the highest 
number of cases in a day ranging between 
200-500 cases since 28th June 2021;      followed 
by Wakiso District averaging between 40-90 
cases. 

Other high transmission districts include; Naka-
songola; Kanungu; Tororo; Kibuku; Buikwe;      
Kalungu; Hoima; and Mbale. 

Cumulative number of COVID-19 cases stands 
at 84,555 from 136/136 districts.

Average PCR positivity rate stands at 11.8% in 
the last 7 days compared to 12.2% of the   
previous days.

Cumulative deaths stand at 1,995 with;   
Twenty-nine deaths (29) on 4th July 2021 and; 
Twenty-seven (27) deaths on 3rd July 2021; 
Twenty-nine (29) on 2nd July 2021;               
Thirty-seven (37) on 1st July 2021; Fifty (50) 
deaths on (30th June 2021); Thirty-eight (38) 
deaths on (29th June 2021); Thirty-four (34) 
deaths on (28th June 2021) and (746)        
probable deaths accumulated over the past 
days. 

Probable deaths will be included to daily 
COVID-19 deaths reported based on the   
+clinical diagnostic criteria for suspected 
COVID-19 deaths with no PCR or Antigen 
Rapid Diagnostic Test (AgRDT) result; or with 
a negative test result but with clinical picture 
similar to COVID19, Case Fatality Rate 
currently stands at 2.4%.

Uganda COVID-19 epic curve, March 2020 
up to date

Uganda COVID-19 nation wide prevailance
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A total of 1,068 cases on active admission today. Of these, 100 (9%) are in           
Intensive care Unit (ICU) while 438 (41%) are in High Dependency Unit (HDU).
Fifty-four (54) facility discharges have been reported today.

Uganda Prisons Service (UPS)
High Lights

There was a total of 140 new cases of 
COVID-19 during the course of this week 
including 135 prisoners and 5 staff.

 The cumulative total number of cases of 
COVID-19 reported at UPS to date is 1,598 
(1,444 prisoners, 122 staff and 31 relatives) 
with 1,360 recoveries, 241 active cases and 4 
deaths.

Vaccines amounting to 2,000 doses have 
been allocated to UPS for the vaccination of 
prisoners aged 50 years and above and those 
below 50 years but with underlying medical 
conditions.
Members of the Prisons Task Force met and 
discussed the process of collapsing Kampala 
remand to pave way for creation of a 
COVID-19 Auxiliary Isolation Centre (AIC) for 
prisoners at the greater central region.

Coordination

The National Prisons Task Force continues to           
coordinate response activities around the country. 
The weekly regional TASk Force coordination      
meeting continue to take place every week virtually.

The high lights of the regional meeting include;

• All regions have established Village Task Force 
committees reporting to OC’s

• Treatment centres are experiencing shortage of 
drugs.

• Some facilities like Kaabong, Kotido, Amita, Paidha 
and Adjumani had all their staff receive their 2nd 
dose vaccinations from the community.

• Gulu and Lira do not have transport and the Lorry
of Masaka is overdue for service.

• The infrastructure of the reception centres in North 
western region need re-enforcement as prisoners 
are threatening to break out.

• A number of prison facilities have improvised and 
made masks out of old prisoners’ clothing. Facilities 
need materials and threads to continue providing 
cloth masks for prisoners and staff.

• Supplies for Mbale, Soroti, Moroto, Lira and Fort 
portal that are still in the store will be delivered 
through this week end.

PCR test positivity trends since March-2021
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A CAMPAIGN VS. COVID-19 AMONG PRISONS COMMUNITIES: 
KAMPALA EXTRA REGION
FOCUS (A): LUZIRA HILL COMMUNITY.

With the second Covid-19 wave hitting the country, Luzira Prisons barracks community 
Covid-19 taskforce has intensified its efforts in combatting the deadly disease.
The Officers in charge of Safety and Security Unit, Superintendent of Prisons Kwihangana Jack-
son and Barracks and security, Assistant Superintendent of Prisons Amos Alinaitwe together 
with the barracks village chairpersons and Village health teams who composed the Covid-19 
taskforce held a meeting on 19th June 2021 where they agreed to re-enforce the Presidential 
directives, Ministry of Health regulations, Commissioner General of Prisons’  Administrative 
Instructions on the current resurgence of the COVID-19 Pandemic with the following agreed 
upon:

1- Every household must have hand washing area for use by every member of each family. 
2- All members of the community must mandatorily wear face masks whenever they are leaving 
their respective households.
3- Unauthorized visitations into the Barracks has been stopped. 
4- Members of the community must report any new or un authorized persons  sighted in the 
Barracks to relevant authorities for further management and investigations. 
5- Movements of children have been restricted within the barracks. 
6- All sporting activities within the Barracks have been suspended henceforth play grounds are 
hereby declared out of use until further notices

Mr. Drani John, the Chairperson of the COVID-19 task force said that his team is doing all it takes 
to ensure that Luzira Prisons Barracks is 100% Corona free. "We are currently embarking on    
necessary follow ups, regular community policing and monitoring at the grass root level to instill 
complaince to COVID-19 Standard Operating Procedures (S.O.Ps) within the baracks”.  
          
FOCUS(B) KIGO COMMUNITY.

On a positive note, the Officer in Charge Kigo 
Main prison - Senior Supritendant of Prisons  
Naimuli Robert handed over negative test 
results to 03 barracks community members 
who were discharged from the Kigo Prison 
health Center / clinic after  undergoing       treat-
ment for 14 days in the presence of the medical 
team.

Sensitization tours are being periodically 
carried out by the Covid-19 taskforce of 
Luzira as well as checking for community 
compliance to the measures setup to      
mitigate the spread of the  pandemic.
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 EU AND PENAL REFORM INTERNATIONAL DONATE TO PRISONS

European Union and Uganda Prisons Service have continued to build a strong stakeholders base 
in a bid to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 pandemic within the Prisons community by closely 
partnering with European Union and Penal Reform International.

This was during a hand over of an assortment of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), sanitizers, 
face masks, soap, detergents and educational materials that will benefit both staff and prisoners 
as they protect themselves against the COVID-19 pandemic sweeping the World at their offices 
on 1st July 2021 in addition to other donations made to Nakasongola prison, Masaka Main 
prison and Masaka Ssaza prison.

Doreen Namyalo Kyazze, the Executive Director Penal Reform International in Uganda said, "We 
believe that when the risks of infection increases within the community, the situation is even 
more worse in a correctional facility because of the vulnerable nature of the environment within 
which they live". 

The Commissioner General of Prisons, in a 
tweet thanked Penal Reform International 
for the invaluable and generous offer to 
Uganda Prisons Service.

Noting that the strategy the Service 
had adopted is for staff not to transmit 
COVID to inmates. The return of pupils and 
students from schools has also shattered 
the reception centre strategy.

Commissioner of Prisons (Health Services) Mr. Tumwebaze John Bosco appreciated all the efforts 
made by stakeholders in the collective fight against COVID-19 with the Uganda Prisons Service.

Doreen  Kyazzze of  Penal Reform International during the hand  over of the equipments to UPS  
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Uganda Prison Service Mandated to be the main producer of cotton in Uganda

LIFE SKILLS TRAINING IN PRISONS: AS A MODEL OF REHABILITATION 

Prisoners at Kampala Remand Prisons 
during a life skills training session.
KAMPALA REMAND PRISONS 
Life Skills Trainings have been established in 
Prisons to help our inmates who are due for 
release to cope with the community and world 
they are going into through guidance, in order 
to avoid recidivism.

The program guides them back to the           
community with skills in their households which 
have enabled them make better decisions,              
controlled their anger, and chose better friends. 

Life skills is one of the ways rehabilitation        
officers in prisons reintegrate and resettle 
inmates after completion of their sentences, 
through counselling and guidance inmates are 
able to open up about their challenges home.

Some of the inmates through the business 
model course unit have gained skills they have 
gone ahead to start up business and now have 
projects running both in animal keeping,      
vegetable/flower management &mushroom 
growing. They’re so many more testimonies 
that my former prisoners have gained from life 
skills and we really appreciate the Commission-
er General’s contribution and initiative. 

The purpose is to handle and train inmates on 
their physical and psychological issues/needs, 
on how to deal with decision making, anger 
management, managing emotions, problem 
solving, peer pressure, business plan and other  
skills  to help them survive in the community 
after release hence controlling recidivism rates 
and crime. 
               

The overall objectives of Life skilling is to:

• To train inmates in life skills and how to deal 
with different scenarios in life including coping 
mechanism.
• To educate inmates on life after prison and how 
to go about it in order to avoid crime and            
relapses.
• To share experiences with other prisoners like 
those who have serving long sentence and even 
former prisoners to come and share their          
experience after prison 
• To design and propose interventions that can 
help meet the inmates identified needs.

Over 400 inmates benefit from the Life Skilling 
Trainings annually which knowledge gained has 
helped them live better lives on the outside 
reducing on recividism in prisons.

Team building Exercise for the Business Model.

Learning by demonstrating among inmates  in progress
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A DRIVE INTO STAFF WELFARE THROUGH EMPOWERING STAFF SPOUSES IN BAKING

Earlier this year, the Commissioner General of Prisons, Can. Dr. Johnson Byabashaija commissioned Staff 
Spouse Bakery at Luzira Prisons Complex called Superior Bakery which is a Government initiative under 
the Office of the Prime Minister aiming to empower staff spouses of the Armed Forces of Uganda by 
Providing programs /projects intended to boast the welfare and individual income of spouses.

Since it’s initial establishment, the Bakery embarked on small scale production of consumable    products 
like Cakes, Bread, Mandazi, Buns, Doughnuts, Daddies among others which has readily met the 
ever-growing demand within Luzira hrough timely deliveries with in the community who have positively 
prefered to consume from Superior Bakery.

Despite challenges of stiff competitions, the administrator at Superior Bakery Mrs. Akirapa Diana 
Martha (Senior Rehabilitation and Reintegration Officer) expresses the need for  expanding the          
capacity of the Bakery into a middle scale production status which will see the bakery grow into the 
already exiting market. Strategically, the Bakery plans on acquiring a delivery van and opening          
operational outlets within other areas of Kampla  so as to enhance marketing and distribution of their 
products . She calls upon other willing individuals and stakeholders to come in and support the project 
which has greatly  improved the livelihood of  staff spouses within Luzira  Baracks Community, it has 
offered a daily income earning opportunity to them.

The superior staff spouses bakery at Luzira is a pilot project intended to be rolled out to other region 
within the prisons fraternity.

Commisioner General of Prisons  during the launch of Superior Bakery in Luzira  in Janury this year  

CGP inspects the production unit 
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UPS HIT HARD BY DROUGHT IN SEASON 2021 A (JANUARY - JUNE) 

         Re-planted Cotton destroyed by drought           
                 in Loro Prison Farm 

Under the Seed Multiplication project, Uganda Prisons Service planted over 1,300 acres in the first 
season A this year including different Maize, Sunflower and Soya Bean seed varieties in general. 
But unfortunately, 303 Acres were terribly affected by drought causing damage to the crop    
quality, Increased pest infestation and Crop diseases due to delayed ploughing and planting 
because of the hard pans which causes poor seed germination hence reduced or no crop yields. 
 

Secondly, Cotton Production commenced in March-2021 with ploughing and seed planting but 
the exercise was halted towards the end of April due to early onset of drought throughout the 
Country which lasted for almost one and a half months affecting the crop yielding on 1,046 Acres. 

However, Cotton being a drought tolerant crop compared to maize and sunflower, the one that 
had germinated was not significantly affected by drought and is responding positively with the                
resumption of rains. It is believed that if rain stabilizes, the earlier targeted 5,615 acres will be        
successfully achieved, with an expected output of 2,807,500 kgs (5,615 bales) of seed cotton at an 
average of 500kgs per acre. 

Maize grains affected by drought at Mubuku 

Station  Planted Acreage  Acreage A�ected (Estimated)  Crop Stage  

A.    Maize Seed        

Loro  2 2 At Grain Formation 
Ragem  3 1.5 Grain Formation 
Orom Tikau 3.5 0 At Knee Level 
Amita 186.25 93.13 Yet to Plant 15 acres 
Rwimi 320.5 20 Harvesting towards July-2021 
Kitalya 22.5 8.44 At Grain Formation 
Mubuku 2 2 At Tasseling  
Sub Total I 539.75 127.07   
Alterna�ve crops 
for Maize Seed 
(Sunflower & 
Soya Beans) 

      

Mubuku 200 100 Harvesting Ongoing  
Rwimi 483 55 Harvesting Ongoing  
Kitalya 78 13 Seed Formation 
Soya Bean        
Kitalya 22 8.8   
Sub Total II 783 176.8   
Total  1,322.75  303.87    

 

 

2 

Table II: Summary of E�ects of Drought under Cotton Production  

Station Name  Target -
Acres  

Total -
Ploughed  

Total 
Planted  

Variation 
due to 
Drought  

Apac  160 160 160 60 
Buyende  40 30 12 6 
Kamuli  30 25 25 10 
Dokolo  150 150 150 50 
Bidi Bidi  25 25 17 8 
Patongo  50 50 50   
Loro  400 330 300 80 
Sub Total I  855  770  714  214  
III) Delayed 
planting due 
lack of rain to 
support 
Germination  

        

Agule  10 10 6 4 
Kamuge  30 30 4 26 
Ngenge  150 150 130 20 
Tororo  500 420 250 170 
Ngora  50 50 30 20 
Loro  400 330 300 30 
Butyaba  30 30 20 10 
Bidi Bidi  25 25 17 8 
Buyende  40 30 12 18 
Nawanyago  20 20 16 4 
Sub Total III  1,255  1,095  785  310  
II)  Delayed 
ploughing 
because of the 
hard pan  

        

Bulaula  250 210 210 40 
Tororo  500 420 250 80 
Loro  400 330 300 70 
Amita  500 400 400 120 
Adjumani  700 500 500 120 
Buyende  40 30 12 10 
Ivukula  10 8 8 2 
Sub Total II  2,400  1,898  1,680  522  
 Grand Total  4,510  3,763  3,179  1,046  

Table i: Summary of Drought Effects under seed multiplication
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UPS DELIVERS ON PRESIDENTIAL DIRECTIVE, MAIZE SEED MULTIPLCATION

Uganda Prisons Service has become a key player in the Seed sector value chain in Uganda playing        
significant role in the development and maintenance of seed varieties, seed production and processing, 
packaging and marketing as its primary target, the aim is to address the challenges of inadequate supply 
and limited access to quality maize seed. 

The Prisons farms has maintained close linkages with partners such as Ministry of Agriculture, Animal 
Husbandry and Fisheries in acquisition of new hybrid during monitoring, certification, early seed         
generation and commercialization processes. 

UPS is currently producing and promoting high yielding seed varieties like Longe 5D OPV which is 
drought tolerant, High breed UH 5051 and three way High breed 5355 with a cumulative yielding          
capacity between 25-39 bags per acre. The overal germination rate of all this varieties is between 
95%-98%. Longe 5D OPV variety produces bigger cobs with a stronger stem usually preferred by        
livestock farmers as source of forage while High breed UH 5051 and 5355 are the best yielding varieties.

Additionally, UPS has established demonstration farms in Rwimi, Amita and Kitalya Prisons Farms as a 
way to showcase the performance of its stress resilient Maize Seed Varieties, Seed Multiplication and 
sustain the demand for it's seeds.                         Prison farms production of  12 bags and above per  acre

In a bid to facilitate marketing and promotion of the Maize Seed Varieties, various distribution centers 
have been setup nationally in locations at UMA show grounds - Lugogo, Prisons Headquarters farm 
stores in Luzira and Regional Prisons Headquarters in Lira, Soroti, Gulu and Masindi to boost                   
accessibility, create awareness and promote the new varieties to the existing mareket .

Quality Prisons seeds on display in Jinja recently 



Primary Leaving Examination results were officially released on the 16th July 2021 by Minister for Education and sports             
Hon. Janet Kataha Museveni and among the jubilant of excellance are the inmates at Upper Maximum Prisons, Luzira. 

The atmosphere was different at the prisons facility as a community of Prisoners got into celebratory moods as soon as the 
results started trickling in. The results were good enough with 5 passing in division one, 23 in the second division and 11 in 
division three among the students who sat early this year.

Immediately the results were released, excitement was written all over faces of inmates who sat the Examinations, the best 
performing students, were smiling from ear to ear with joy upon receiving the results. Luckly, Tushabe Abbey emerged as the 
best scoring 9 aggregates (English-3, Science-3, SST-2 and MTC-1), Kalema Brain emerged second best with 10 aggregates 
(English-3, Science-3, SST-2, MTC-2), Masaba Muntu coming third on 11 aggregates (English-3, Science-3, SST-3 and MTC-3) 
meanwhile Babirye Anita of Luzira Women Prison becoming the best female candidate scoring 12 aggregates (English-5, 
Scince-2, SST-2 and MTC-3).

While commenting on the performance of the candidates, ACP Sentalo Moses, Officer in Charge Upper Prison says it is always a 
concerted efforts involving inmates into commitments to studying as a rehabilitation strategy, they exhibit a lot of discipline, 
dedication and hard work in order to achieve academically, we expect better performances in subsequent sittings.

When asked in chorus, the prisoners said, “We want to thank the prisons administration especially the OC and his team, the 
school management who have enabled us pass with flying colors, we also want to thank God for the good health and wisdom 
of passing examinations”.
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Inmates at Upper Maximum Prison jubilating after exceling in PLE

INMATES EXCEL IN PLE 2020

Mr. Anatoli Biryomumaisho, head of department of Inmates 
Formal Education and Skills Development  appreciated the 
continued support for the growth of inmates formal educa-
tion from the UPS administration and various stakeholders.

The inmates sat for their examinations from several Prisons 
examination centres country wide like Upper Maximum, 
Arua Main, Fort portal Main, Namalu Farm, Nakasongola 
Main, Luzira women, Mbarara Main, Kitalya Farm,Lira Main, 
Kigo Main, Masindi  Main, Gulu Main and Mubuku Farm 
prisons.

 

UPS overal inmates performance in the just released 
PLE results 
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President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni on the 9th July 2021 at Kololo Independence Grounds officially 
flagged off a team of 25 athletes to represent Uganda in the Tokyo Olympic Games.

During his interaction with the team, the President congratulated the athletes for qualifying for the 
games terming it as a great milestone achieved already because the games also have a standard 
entrance that they have to work to beat. 

He called upon the athletes to be well disciplined urging them to protect themselves from the Corona 
virus and never to interact with the general public while in Japan. 

Team Uganda contingent will fortunately be captained by Superintendent of Prisons Stephen    Kiprotich, 
the 2012 London Olympics Gold Medalist (Marathon) with Uganda Prisons Service being represented by 
7 other athletes including the 5000m runners Chebet Esther and Chebet Recho (Women), Chemutai 
Albert for the 3000m (Steeplechase), 10000m long distance Kissa Stephen, national marathon record 
holder Chemonges Felix, Musaba Fred (Marathon) and the 2016 Paralympics silver medalist David 
Emong (1500m).

Uganda Prisons Athletics Club coach Assistant Superintendent of Prisons Demayi Francis expects great 
performances from the  athletes  that successfully qualified for the international showdown in Tokyo, he 
further wishes the team best of luck as they head to make Uganda proud.
 
The games are expected to commence on the 23rd July and end on the 8th August 2021. 

UGANDA OLYMPICS TEAM FLAGGED OFF: CAPTAINED BY S.P STEPHEN KIPROTICH
  

Uganda Team Captain and UPS golden boy Stephen Kiprotich recieving the flag from the      
president before setting off to Japan 

INMATES EXCEL IN PLE 2020



Uganda Prisons Service Newsletter July 2021

w w w.pr isons  .go.ug

Uganda Prisons Service
ORBITUARY 

The Commissioner General of Prisons announces the deaths of fallen comrades.

Retired Assistant Commissioner
Welfare and Rehabilitation
Aliobe David  
D.O.D: 8th June 2021.

No. 6419 Chief Warder III
Samuel Kuchana
U.G Prison Katakwi
D.O.B: 9th May 1969
D.O.D: 21st June 2021

Retired Assistant Commisioner 
Internal Audit
Kagoro John 
D.O.D: 8th June 2021.

Retired Superintendent of 
Prisons  Wacha Otto David 
(Director Band)
DOD: 23rd June 2021.

Assistant Superintendent t of Prisons  
Odur Godfrey
Officer in Charge U.G Prison Ntenjeru
D.O.B:: 22nd June 1964
D:.O.D : 12th July 2021.

Accountant, Omagor Benson
D.O.B:  20th October 1971
D:.O.D:  4th July 2021.

No. 6858 Sergent Warder Vicent Oceng
U.G Prison Kwania
D.O.B: 24 th November 1972
D:.O.D: 29th June 2021.

Retired Principal Officer Omona Emmanuel
D: O.D:: 5th July 2021

Retired  Senior 
Superintendent 
 of Prisons
Leonard  Ebyau
D.O.B: 23rd October 1937
D:.O.D: 1st  July 2021.

Retired Superintendent of Prisons  
Isahaka Magemeso
Officer in charge Jinja Remand prison.
D.O.B: 7th October 1944
D.O.D: 27th June 2021.

Medical Officer, 
Dr. Ndema Moses 
Ophthalmologist at    
Murchison Bay 
Hospital.
D.O.B: 6th June 1972
D.O.D: 30th June 
2021.

Retired Assistant Commisioner 
of Prisons 
Muhamood Matovu 
RPC-Central Region
D:.O.D 26th June 2021.

No. 4959 Chief Warder III
Donald Oluba
U.G Prison Oyam
D.O.B: 10th April 1964
D:.O.D 9th June 2021
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